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(57) [Abstract] 

[PURPOSE] To generate image data on which a saturation component in a high lightness 
section and a low lightness section is reflected by compressing the lightness 
component of input color image data so as to compress the saturation component. 

[CONSTITUTION] To achieve the above objects, in a image processing method, color 
image data showing an input image is input, based on a color reproducing range 
concerning the input image and another color reproducing range concerning an output 
image, the lightness component is compressed first and then the saturation component 
is compressed so that an entire color image data is in the color reproducing range 
of the output apparatus . 
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